
Jazz Dance

DAA 1500

Summer I

Instructor:  Molly Magee

Course Description

This class is designed to introduce the student to jazz dance.  The course uses the Luigi Jazz Technique for warm-ups and basic body positions common to jazz dance.  Students will learn standard steps and combinations used in this dance form.
Fine Arts and Course Specific Learning Outcomes


-Apply critical thinking through problem solving

1.  Students will apply previously mastered skills when learning new concepts. Students will create new sequences based on mastered skills. 

.
Attendance

As in all classes, it is not possible to learn if the student does not attend.  The class is designed to build cumulatively each week in a different genre of jazz. Illness and injury are not necessarily an excuse for non-attendance.  If a student has a minor illness or injury, s/he is expected to attend class to observe, unless permission has been granted by the instructor.  Students are allowed two cuts per semester.   
50% of the student’s grade is based on attendance. 

Dress Code

Students should wear clothes that are flexible and allow freedom of movement.  The instructor must be able to observe body movements so loose-fitting, baggy clothes are not appropriate.  The following are suggestions for proper dance attire:

Men:  

Shorts, jazz pants, or sweatpants; t-shirt; jazz shoes

          

No jewelry

Women:  
Leotard/tights, or jazz pants/shirt; jazz shoes


    
Hair tied back securely.


    
No jewelry, no bare midriffs, no “boy shorts”
10% of the student’s grade is based on dressing appropriately.

Technique

Students will be assessed on their skills and improvement in style and execution of steps.  Each week students will perform in an assessment exercise. The final week of class, students will create a 32 count phrase for the assessment. 

40% of the student’s grade is based on technique/style/skills.

Coursework

Students are responsible for knowing the terminology, steps, and rhythm necessary to execute the dances taught.  Videotapes of various jazz are available for viewing in the Performing Arts Student Resource Center located in R122.
Textbooks

No texts are required

Grades

90-100 = A, 80-89 = B, 70-79 = C, 60-69 = D, 0-59 = F

Attendance = 50%

Attire = 10%

Technique = 40%


